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PUBLISHER’S  NOTE 

We  have  pleasure  in  bringing  out  an  English 
edition  of  our  popular  book  which  was  originally 
published  in  Gujarati  under  the  name  “JAIN 
DHARMANI  ROOPREKHA” 

The  demand  for  repeated  Gujrati  and  Hindi 
edition  proves  the  popularity  of  this  book.  Its  lucid- 
writing  and  simple  style  have  made  it  a  favourite  of 
readers. 

The  need  for  an  English  edition  of  this  book 
for  benefit  of  people  residing  in  South  India  or  abroad 
was  felt  by  us. 

We  are  thankful  to  all  those  who  have  de¬ 
voted  their  valuable  time,  precious  effort  and  ren¬ 
dered  financial  assistance  to  make  this  venture  a 
success. 

We  are  confident  that  we  will  get  their  con¬ 
tinuous  support. 

As  Acharya  Dev  is  very  busy  with  other 
responsibilities,  his  zealous  disciple  Upadhyaya 
Vishrutyash  Vijay  Gani  does  his  best  to  bring  out 
such  valuable  publications  with  addition  and  up- 
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THE  AUTHOR 

Revered  Acharyadev  Shri.  Rajyash 
Sooreeshwarjee  Maharaj.  exponent  of  dis¬ 
courses,  visionary  and  promoter  of  the  renovation 
of  various  tempies,  the  epitome  of  renunciation  a 
great  preacher  is  blessed  by  Shri.  Labdhi 
Sooreeshwarjee  M.S.  &  Shri.  Vikram 
Sooreeshwarjee.M.S.  his  Grand  Guruji  and  Guruji 
respectively. 

Shri.  Vikram  Sooreeshwarjee,  his  Gurudev 
was  very  effective  in  attracting  people  towards  the 
virtues  of  Jainism.  He  was  a  worshipper  of 
‘BHAKTAMAR  MAHASTOTRA’.  the  practitioner  of 
high  standard  of  sadhana,  and  was  a  very  simple 
minded  soul. 

The  Author-Shri. Rajyash  Soorijee-a  highly 
dedicated,  courteous  disciple  of  his  Guru  and  lucky 
enough  to  serve,  care,  worship  incessantly  to  such 
a  great  Guru. 

Being  a  great  personality,  his  bright  and  ex¬ 
alted  oratory  attracts  the  people  at  the  very  first  sight. 
Infact,  few  seconds  in  his  auspicious  company,  con¬ 
fers  profound  happiness  and  satisfaction.  Deeply 
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of  appreciation. 

Jirnoddhar  ofVanacharaTeerth  near  Baroda, 
and  many  newTeerths  are  being  Established  under 
the  Nishra  and  guidelines  of  Shri.  Rajyash 
Sooreeshwarjee  Maharaj  in  India. 

-  Upadhyaya  Vishrutyash  Vijaya  Gani 
Dt.  20.08.2011 


The  way  to  happiness  is  to  be 
content  with  whatever  you  have, 
rather  than  crave  for 
what  you  have  not. 


Books  available  from: 

Bangalore  Jain  Seva  Mandal-  Mob:  9448462049 
Prakash  and  Co.  Chennai-  Mob:  9841 026382 
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involved  in  various  rites,  rituals  &  disciplines.  Very 
compassionate  towards  everyone,  he  has  a  heart, 
very  simple  like  a  child  and  delicate  like  a  flower. 

He  has  suggested  many  novice  ways  for 
the  propagation  of  Jainism.  It  is  the  outcome  of  his 
magnetic  personality  and  devotion  to  God,  that  the 
renovation  of  temples  at  Bharuch  Teerth,  Kulpak 
Teerth,  Uvasaggaharam  Teerth, The  Great 
Teerth  of  Banaras  (Birth  Kalyanak  Place  of  Lord 
Parshwanath),Godi  Parshwa-Padmavati  Teerth  at 
Prerna  Teerth,  Ahmedabad-  jirnoddhar  of 
Simandhar  Swami  and  Jagvallabh  Parshwanath 
Teerth  at  Vadachowta,  Surat  were  made  possible. 
With  his  blessings,  the  following  penances  were  also 
undertaken, - 

*  Fastings  by  237  people  for  one  month 
continuously  (  MASAKSHAMAN  )  and 

*  Fastings  by  1008  people  for  3  days  (TELA) 
at  Chennai. 

*  360  people  undertook  the  SIDDHITAP  at 
Bangalore. 

He  organised  JAINFAIR  at  Chennai,  which 
was  an  epoch  making  event.  His  dedication  devo¬ 
tion  and  involvement  for  the  event  are  beyond  words 
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PREFACE  TO  THE  FOURTEENTH  EDITION 
by-  Acharya  Sri  Rajayash  Sooreeshwarjee  Maharaj  Saheb 

I  am  idebted  to  Acharya  Dev  Jayant 
Sooreeshwarjee  Maharaj  Saheb  for  inspiring  me 
to  write  this  book.  This  renowned  preceptor  had  an 
ardent  desire  to  impart  knowedge  to  the  people.  None 
of  the  visiting  devotees  would  go  without  receiving 
knowledge,  as  a  gift  from  him. 

His  famous  phrase  of  life  was  “Chakor  ne 
taker”  (a  Gujarati  phrase )-  “  spontaneous  response 
to  a  stimulus”.  He  himself  was  stimulated  by  the 
words.  “If  you  serve  Acharya  Dev  Kamalsooree  - 
shwarjee  Maharaj,  your  life  will  be  worthy.”  Hearing 
this,  he  served  him  devotedly  and  there  was  great 
transformation  in  his  life. 

The  book  prepared  under  his  instruction  is 
still  popular,  even  35years  after  his  demise.  Today  I 
respectfully  remember  him.  Under  his  tutelage,  it 
was  for  me  a  carefree  life  as  there  was  no  direct 
responsiblity  and  whatever  I  desired  to  do  was  to  be 
done  under  the  shelter  of  the  elders. 

I  bless  my  most  obedient  Upadhyaya 
Vishrutyash  Vijay  Gani,  as  the  updated  publica¬ 
tion  is  the  result  of  his  untiring  efforts. 

Bangalore  _  August  20, 2011 . 
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FOREWORD 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  write  a  short  foreword 
to  Acharyadev  Rajyash  Sooreeshwarji’s  booklet 
which  contains  a  short  depiction  of  the  Jain  religion. 

The  writer  draws  our  attention  to  a  true  GURU 
(true  preceptor).  He  (she)  is  homeless  (anagaar), 
wealthless  and  relationshipless.  He  wishes  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  all  souls  of  the  entire  universe,  big  or  small, 
perceptible  or  imperceptible.  This  is  the  true  sprit  of 
a  Guru,  says  the  writer.  He  further  says  that  a  true 
monk  has  complete  control  over  his  mind,  speech 
and  body.  He  harbours  a  feeling  of  friendship  to¬ 
wards  all  living  beings  of  the  world,  small  or  big.  He 
travels  on  the  path  of  truth.  He  wishes  the  welfare  of 
all  living  beings,  A  true  monk  observes  celibacy 
throughout  his  life.  A  true  Guru  leads  us  to  light  from 
darkness. 

The  writer  tells  the  reader  about  the  true  sprit 
of  the  religion,  which  teaches  us  compassion,  friend¬ 
ship  and  broad-mindedness,  truthfulness,  observing 
celibacy  and  refraining  from  taking  others  property. 

In  other  words,  the  writer  says,  anger,  ego¬ 
ism,  deceit  and  greed  always  lead  us  to  violation  not 
only  of  other  souls  but  also  the  violation  of  our  own 
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soul.  Non-attachment  is  the  highest  religion. 

Another  chief  characteristic  of  Jainism  is 
“Syadvada”&  the  author  has  convincingly  projected 
this  concept. 

The  writer  emphasises  that  freedom  from 
attachment  (Raga)  and  hate  leads  to  salvation.  Any¬ 
one  belonging  to  any  religion  can  achieve  this.  What 
a  splendid  idea  !  Om  Namo  Siddham  is  recited  in 
schools  of  Maharashtra  even  today. 

The  writer  says  that  even  today  you  can 
find  the  visible  traces  of  the  impact  of  Jainism  in  all 
parts  of  India  including  South  India  and  in  foreign 
contries  like  Greece,  Egypt  and  Rome. 

The  example  of  “Bhuvalay”,  a  book  written 
by  a  Jainacharya,  tells  us  about  the  impact  of  Jainism 
on  other  religions. 

Tamil  language  and  literature  owe  a  lot  to 
Jainism.  The  same  is  the  case  with  the  Kannada 
language  and  literature.  Gujarati  is  also  highly  indebted 
to  Jainism. 

In  the  field  of  Jain  architecture  there  is  also 
a  great  contribution  of  Jainism  to  the  world.  Abu, 
Delvada  and  Ranakpur  are  the  best  examples  of  Jain 
architecture. 
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Good  character  is  a  fundamental  necessity 
for  human  welfare.  Pure  conduct  is  a  must  for  a  monk, 
a  true  devotee  and  a  “Shravaka”.  Be  a  true  jain 
and  the  whole  world  will  fall  at  your  feet,  feels 
the  writer.  He  has  given  the  essence  of  true  religion 
in  a  nutshell  and  an  ocean  of  knowledge  in  a  small 
earthen  pot.  Let  us  try  to  absorb  that  true  knowledge 
and  obtain  permanent  bliss-  moksha-liberation. 

Let  us  be  greatful  to  the  author  for  giving  us 
this  valuable  booklet  which  would  certainly  lead  us 
to  salvation  (Moksha)-  our  ultimate  goal. 

Dr.V.J.CHOKSHI 
M.A.,Ph.D.,  Ahemadbad 


“SCIENCE,  WITHOUT 
RELIGION  IS  LAME” 

-Albert  EINSTEIN 


“Science  and  Religian" 

(1940,  Nature  Vol  146  page  605-607) 
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Jainism  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  prob- 
abiy  the  oniy  non-absoiutist  reiigion  of  the  world.  Its 
antiquity  goes  back  to  the  beginningless  world,  if  at 
all  the  world  had  a  beginning  then  why  not  now  ?  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Jain  traditions, the  Human  Soul  &  the  uni¬ 
verse  are  anaadi  (beginning-less)  and  (endiless). 
Jainism  literally  means  the  noble  path  and  the  faith 
propounded  and  preached  by  the  ‘Jins’,  the  perfect 
omniscient  being.  The  followers  of  this  path  are  known 
as  Jains, Earlier,it  was  known  as  the  Sramana 
Sanskrit!.  The  Sramanas  worshipped  “Deva”(The  Jina). 
Through  Sastra  (accumulated  &  recorded  knowledge 
given  out  by  the  JIna)  and  ‘Guru’  (the  saints)who  tread 
the  path  shown  by  the  Jina,  disseminating  and  propa¬ 
gating  the  three-fold  perfect  path  of  ‘samyak  darshan’ 
(right  faith)‘samyakjnana  (right  knowledge)  &  ‘samyak 
caritra’  (right  conduct),  to  attain  ‘Moksa’  (liberation 
from  the  cycle  of  birth  and  deaths)  is  the  ultimate  aim 
of  human  soul. ‘Samyak  Darsana,  Jnana,  Caritrani 
Moksha  Margah”-Tatvarshsootra  ch1  sootra  1 . 

-Dr.M.M.  Begani, Bombay  Hospital 
email-abhishekdaycare9@hotmail.com  mob:  9930765533 
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Basic  Principles 

‘Jainism  is  the  universal  and  propounds  a 
philosophy  for  total  emancipation  of  all  mankind-nay 
of  all  living  beings  (Jiva)  from  their  never-ending  mis¬ 
eries,  fears  and  ills  of  life.  It  propagates  universal 
brotherhood  of  man,  irrespective  of  any  distinction 
of  birth, cast, creed,  colour  or  race,  as  also  compas¬ 
sion  towards  animals  and  all  lower  froms  of  living 
creatures  from  the  tiniest  bodied  amoeba  to  the 
giantly  pre-histotic  dinosaur.  Its  lofty  principles  of 
Ahimsa  (Non-violence)  and-absolutism)  root  out  all 
causes  between  nations  and  religions  of  the  world 
and  aim  at  everlasting  peace  on  this  planet  based 
on  the  dignity  of  the  individul  and  respect  for  all  forms 
of  the  life  and  views.  Conflicts  and  wars  arise  in  the 
minds  of  men  driven  by  a  mistaken  notion  of  superi¬ 
ority  of  one  race  over  the  other  and  zealousness  to 
sprade  their  own  religion  to  the  elimination  of  all  other 
un-mindful  of  the  untold  miseries  and  bloodshed  it 
might  inflict  on  their  fellow  human  beings  and  mute 
animals. 
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AN  OUTLINE  OF  JAINISM 

DEVA  (GODHEAD) 


There  would  have  been  no  controversy  in 
this  world  if  all  that  was  white  were  milk  and  all  that 
was  yellow  were  gold.  But  unfortunately  there  are 
more  spurious  things  than  original  ones.  Hence  one 
has  to  be  vigilant  in  one’s  day  to  day  life.  It  often 
happens  that  the  goods  labelled  “  Made  in  USA”  are 
really  made  in  factory  in  a  nearby  alley. 

Is  this  not  the  case  among  people  ?  A 
child  seems  pleasant  to  its  parents  as  long  as  it 
speaks  indistinct  and  pleasant  prattles.  But  when 
he  grows  up  and  gets  married  and  gets  separated 
from  parents,  he  may  not  like  them  and  then  they 
would  realise  that  their  relationship  with  them  was 
not  genuine. 

There  are  some  cases  when  bridegroom 
goes  out  on  horseback  in  his  marriage  procession, 
but  after  few  days,  one  may  find  him  divorced  from 
his  wife.  Why  does  this  happen  ?  Here,  both  the  bride 
and  the  bridegroom  prove  non-genuine. 


15 


Yes,  in  this  world  along  with  genuine  things 
there  exist  spurious  things  too.  Hence,  one  must  be 
able  to  discriminate  between  the  genuine  &  the  spu¬ 
rious.  The  same  is  the  case  in  the  field  of  religion, 
where  the  spurious  is  more  attractive  than  the  genu¬ 
ine.  Hence,  one  must  be  one’s  own  guard  in  the  sphere 
of  religion. 

The  most  prime  feature  of  religion  is  God; 
so,  one  should  know  what  God  is.  Sometimes,  people 
invoke  and  pray  God  to  appear  before  them,  but  does 
he  ever  really  appear  ?  At  present  no  prophet  or  in¬ 
carnation  of  God  of  any  religion  is  in  our  midst.  Hence, 
one  must  strive  to  know  what  God  is  by  refering  to 
sacred  scriptures. 

Literature  is  like  a  mirror.  A  mirror  faithfully 
reflect  the  object  when  it  is  kept  before  it.  A  black 
Negro  will  neither  look  white  in  a  mirror  nor  will  a  white 
man  look  black. 

In  short,  one  can  assert  that  true  God  is  one 
who  is  free  from  the  passions  of  attachment,  hate, 
egoism  or  selfishness.  He  is  above  good  or  evil. 

Why  is  a  person  labelled  sinful,  base,  bad, 
low  or  outrageous  ?  Well,  it  is  because  he  is  not  free 
from  passions  of  love  and  hate.  Who  is  a  sinner  ? 
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Well,  one  who  gets  angry,  one  who  Is  vain  and  one 
who  does  not  hesitate  to  resort  to  evil  deeds,  to 
serve  his  selfish  alms.  It  Is  of  course  due  to  the 
passion  of  attachment,  hatred  and  Ignorance  In  him 
that  he  becomes  a  sinner. 

Attachment  Is  Infact  a  sense  of  ‘Myself’, 
‘My  wife’,  ‘My  wealth’,  ‘My  body’,  ‘My  devotee’, or‘ 
My  follower’.  This  approach  of  ‘My  selfness’,  (self¬ 
ishness)  leads  to  all  evils.  One  who  thinks  of  him¬ 
self  as  unique  and  expects  others  to  bow  down  and 
worship  him  may  go  to  the  extent  of  killing  or  de¬ 
stroying  his  opponents. 

We  shall  not  be  able  to  know  ‘truth’  as  we 
are  buffeted  by  the  waves  of  love  and  hatred;  then 
how  can  we  know  the  whole  world  and  Its  elements? 
Ignorance  of  ‘truth’,  breeds  In  Individuals  a  sense 
of  selfishness  and  egoism  which  Is  the  cause  of 
unhappiness. 

It  Is  possible  that  the  motor  car  In  which 
we  travel,  one  day  will  lead  us  to  our  death  If  an 
accident  takes  place.  One’s  own  wife  may  betray 
one.  Our  physical  body  Is  so  much  pampered  by 
us  will  one  day  become  a  corpse,  though  we  do  not 
realise  It. 


Inhabited  by  these  higher  souls.  A  lion  will  give  up 
Its  cruelty  and  a  timid  cow  would  be  fearless  there. 

A  look  at  the  Idol  or  Image  of  such  person¬ 
ages  will  reflect  their  noble  life.  View  such  Idols  with 
reverence.  These  Images  will  remind  you  of  what  a 
Paramatma  really  Is. 

One  will  notice  no  arms  or  weapons  In  their 
hands.  Arms  and  ammunitions  are  kept  by  those 
who  have  fear.  No  true  God  would  have  a  weapon  In 
his  hands.  An  Idol  of  Arlhant  Is  In  the  Padmasan 
Mudra.  He  will  not  be  found  riding  an  elephant,  bull 
or  a  rat.  A  Vehicle  Is  the  need  of  a  traveller  and  not 
of  a  liberated  soul.  He  dwells  In  salvation,  what  he 
has  to  do  with  a  vehicle?  We  have  to  follow 
JIneshwar’s  preaching  to  attain  liberation.  Moreover, 
these  Idols  of  liberated  souls  do  not  have  a  rosary 
of  beads  In  their  hands. 

Again,  aTeerthankar’s  Idol  will  not  have  the 
Idol  of  a  consort  by  Its  side.  In  case  there  Is  an  Idol 
of  women  beside  the  Idol  of  God  then  It  would  ap¬ 
pear  that  God  has  a  wife.  Can  God  ever  have  a 
wife?  No,  he  cannot.  In  fact,  he  has  no  worldly  rela¬ 
tionship. 

Again, look  at  his  eyes, nose, ears  and  mouth. 


Paramatma  (God)  Is  not  like  us  but  higher  than 
ordinary  souls.  He  Is  not  subject  to  bonds  of  attach¬ 
ment,  hatred  and  Ignorance.  Such  a  super  soul  Is 
God.  When  one  reads  the  life  story  of  such  a  super 
soul  one  gets  elevated  and  experiences  the  reality. 
Then  he  begins  to  consider  all  beings  as  his  friends. 
Such  a  spirit  or  soul  Is  full  of  penance  and  self-re¬ 
straint,  pity  and  compassion.  He  Is  not  bound  to  be 
pleased  with  his  followers  or  displeased  with  his  de¬ 
tractors.  God  Is  above  the  considerations  of  worship¬ 
pers  or  detractors.  He  Is  not  out  to  curse  or  destroy 
anyone.  He  Is  Paramatma  or  ‘Arihant’.Arlhant  Is  one 
who  has  annihilated  the  ‘Arl  ’,the  enemies,  namely 
attachment,  hatred  and  Ignorance.  Since  he  has  con- 
quered  these  enemies  he  Is  also  called 
“Jineshwara”. 

The  Teerthankars  or  Jineshwara,  Irrespec¬ 
tive  of  their  place  of  birth  or  activities,  have  con¬ 
quered  the  passions  of  attachment,  hatred  and  Igno¬ 
rance.  Such  personalities  are  neither  pleased  with 
good  nor  angry  with  the  sinful.  Such  noble  souls 
have  paved  a  path  for  all  to  rise  from  soul  to  “  Super 
Soul  ”. 

One  finds  peace  and  happiness  In  places 


You  find  no  hatred  reflected  In  his  eyes,  no  sense  of 
attachment  or  anger  on  his  features.  On  seeing  (with 
reverence)  the  Idol,  one  feel  that  he  Is  not  an  ordi¬ 
nary  soul  but  a  God. 

This  Arlhant  Is  not  a  God  limited  only  to  Jain 
but  to  all  those  who  believe  In  God.  Ajain  Is,  In  fact, 
a  follower  of  “Jin”,  the  conqueror  of  the  bonds  of  at¬ 
tachment  and  hatred  (Veetaraga).  This  quality  has 
raised  him  up.  Hence,  many  people  born  In  non-JaIn 
families  also  have  paid  tribute  to  “Jineshwara”.  “Yoga 
Vashlsta”  Is  accepted  by  all  schools  of  Hinduism. 
The  author  of  this  book  has  quoted  the  following  verse 
very  aptly  to  provethepolnt:- 

''^TPTr^^cn3BrTlcI^^T^^  II 
§ri1^cfJHI£IT3ft'^'8il15|'  Tnc^F^'cT  1^  W  ll" 

"I  am  not  Rama.  I  have  no  other  desires.  I 
have  no  material  Instincts.  I  have  an  ardent  desire  to 
attain  eternal  bliss  like  Jineshwara." 

Jineshwara  Is  the  perfect  blissful  soul  and 
to  attain  such  a  state  should  be  the  only  real  goal  In 
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this  world.  There  are  mantras  regarding  Jain 
Teerthankaras  even  in  the  Puranas  and  the  Vedas. 
The  first  Teertankar  Rishabhdev  has  been  referred  to 
as  the  founder  of  the  path  of  liberation.  He  is  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  an  avatara  (incarnation)  of  Lord  Vishnu  in 
the  shrimad  Bhagvat  (see  verse  9  of  Adhayaya  1 8) 
He  preached  the  path  of  liberation  out  of  Compas¬ 
sion  for  all  souls.  He  did  this  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  had  missed  true  bliss  because  of  their  indul¬ 
gence  in  carnal  pleasures.  This  great  preceptor  him¬ 
self  was  free  from  desires  of  all  sorts. 

Not  a  single  Indian  unfamiliar  with  the  name 
of  the  renowned  ascetic  king  Bhartruhari.  He  also 
praised  and  worshipped  Jineshwara  as  the  true  guide 
to  the  path  of  liberation. 

' 

tcTg^eleHT  TF^^ll'^JLFricTqT  I 

%  f^Til  R  ^  SPT:  1 1 " 

The  idols  of  Mahadev  and  his  consort  Parvati 
are  placed  together.  But  the  idol  of  "Jindev" 
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THE  NAVAKARA  MAHA  MANTRA 

The  Navakara  Maha  mantra  is  the  holiest  uni¬ 
versal  mantra,  it  is  Shashvat,  or  eternally  existing. 

NAMO  ARIHANTANAM 

Adoration  to  the  Arihant,  the  self  conqueror, 
who  by  eliminating  all  the  four  Ghati  karmas  (which 
destroy  the  characteristic  of  the  soul)  while  alive, 
elevated  himself  to  this  exalted  position. 

NAMO  SIDDHANAM 

Adoration  to  the  Siddhas.  The  Siddhas  are 
those  purified  and  finally  emancipated  soul,  who  have 
destroyed  all  the  karmas  (four  Ghati  karmas  and 
four  Aghati  karmas) 

NAMO  AYARIYANAM 

Adoration  to  the  Acharyas.They  represent 
the  Lord  Arihant  and  propagate  his  message  of 
truth.  Having  realized  divine  powers  as  a  result  of 
their  own  aspiration  by  the  practice  of 
Ahimsa,Sanyama  andTapa,  they  preach  and  show 
the  right  path  for  the  purification  of  our  thoughts 
and  our  actions. 
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(Teerthankar)  Stands  alone.  He  is  praised  as  one 
who  has  freed  himself  from  the  clutches  of  Kamdev. 
Mr.  Pertold,  an  Ambassador  of  Czechoslovakia, 
says:  "The  idea  of  God  among  the  Jains  seems 
rational."  According  to  Jainism,  God  is  a  higher  soul, 
but  he  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  God  almighty  i.e.he 
is  not  the  creator  or  controller  of  this  world.  God  is 
not  subject  to  birth,  old  age  and  death,  as  he  has 
already  attained  perfection.  Hence,  he  is  worthy  of 
worship  and  devotion.  This  idea  is  in  tune  with  the 
idea  of "  Superman"  given  by  the  great  Philosopher, 
Nitsani.This  apporach  is  a  praiseworthy  aspect  of 
Jainism. 

According  to  Jainism,  all  souls  are  poten¬ 
tially  divine.  A  super  soul  is  venerated  and  wor¬ 
shipped.  Super  soul  may  be  Teerthankars  or  Siddhas. 
Teertankars  are  also  going  to  be  Siddhas  at  the  end, 
i.e.,free  from  physical  bodies.  There  are  24 
Teertankars  in  each  half  of  an  era.  As  time  and  space 
are  infinite,  they  are  also  infinite  in  number.  All  de¬ 
serving  souls  are  entitled  to  be  Teerthankars  or 
Parmatmas.  Jainism  allots  the  status  of  God  to  all 
derserving  souls.  All  Such  souls  are  entitled  to 
godhead. 
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NAMO  UVAJJHAYANAM 

Adoration  to  the  Upadhyayas.They  teach  us 
the  tenets  as  expounded  in  the  holy  scriptures  by 
Teerthankaras  and  their  accredited  representatives, 
the  Acharyas.They  show  us  the  true  nature  of  real¬ 
ity  existing  in  the  cosmic  order  and  also  its  potential 
constitutional  laws  and  how  to  observe  them  in  our 
practical  life. 

NAMO  LOE  SAVVASAHUNAM 

Adoration  to  all  the  Saints  and  Ascetics  of 
the  world.  They  are  oceans  of  forgiveness  (Kshama) 
and  are  immersed  in  high  and  noble  thoughts  be¬ 
stowing  blessings  for  the  betterment  of  all  living  be¬ 
ings. 

ESO  RANCH  NAMUKKARO 
SAVVA  PAV  PANASANO 
MANGALANAM  CH  SAVVESIM 
PADHAMAM  HAVAI  MANGALAM 

(These  five  modes  of  salutation  do  away  with  all  sins 
and  of  all  the  auspicious  things  are  the  foremost) 
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GURU-PRECEPTOR 

There  is  a  popular  saying  “Preceptor  is  a 
lamp  &  preceptor  is  God.There  is  darkness  if  there  is 
no  Guru". 

Who  is  a  Preceptor  ?  He  who  is  attached  to 
Paramatma  (God)  and  totally  divorced  from  worldli¬ 
ness.  He  knows  the  true  nature  of  Paramatma. There 
will  be  total  darkness  without  him,  whether  in  one's 
heart,  home  or  elsewhere.  How  can  one  enlighten 
the  world  unless  and  until  he  is  not  attached  to 
Paramatma?  How  can  a  strong  electric  bulb  shed 
light  if  it  is  not  connected  to  the  electric  current  ?  A 
preceptor  is  not  worth  his  name  if  he  is  not  attached 
to  Paramatma. 

A  preceptor  seeking  enlightenment  from  God 
must  be  divorced  from  his  house.  He  should  not  have 
kith  or  kin.  He  who  is  out  to  enlighten  the  world  must 
be  free  from  the  citadel  of  his  house  and  relatives. 
After  switching  on  the  light,  open  the  window.  Light 
spreads  out  far  and  wide.  For  a  preceptor  who  has 
knowledge  and  attachment  to  God  and  an  ardent  de¬ 
sire  for  salvation,  it  is  not  proper  to  dwell  in  a  house. 
He,  like  a  light  spread  world-wide,  should  be  beyond 

- [^^1 -  — 


untouchable  even  when  the  times  are  hard.  Money 
is  the  root  cause  of  all  evil.  It  is  a  living  pyre.  A  man 
with  his  purse  full  of  money  will  be  afraid  of  being 
deprived  of  it.  So  long  as  he  possess  wealth,  he 
burns  himself  in  the  kiln  of  worries.  One  who  thinks 
of  logic  and  philosophy,  cannot  afford  deal  with  money 
either  directly  or  indirectly.  A  Jain  monk  has  no  mon¬ 
astery  of  his  own,  to  stay  in  or  to  cere  for. 

A  Jain  monk  needs  just  a  few  clothes  only 
to  cover  the  body  and  a  woolen  bed-roll  to  sleep  on. 
He  keeps  a  few  begging  bowls  for  eatables  only.  He 
is  bound  to  get  food  and  water  from  somewhere  or 
the  other  as  there  is  a  tradition  of  hospitality,  of 
“Offering  before  feeding”  in  our  country.  He  gath¬ 
ers  food  from  many  places  on  his  begging  round.  He 
gathers  food  as  a  bee  gathers  honey  from  a  flower. 
He,  therefore,  does  not  visit  to  dine.  He  is  indifferent 
to  the  quality  of  food  offered  to  him.  He  collects 
pieces  of  loaf,  etc..,  available  in  the  village,  town  or 
city.  He  is  satisfied  with  pieces  of  chapati  and  not 
overwhelmed  with  the  delicacies.  He  cannot  spare 
food  for  the  morrow  as  keeping  it  even  for  more  than 
nine  hours  is  prohibited.  He  takes  his  food  an  hour 
after  sunrise  and  finishes  his  supper  before  sunset. 

_ 


the  confines  of  home,  wife,  father  or  other 
relatives. 

A  true  Sadhu-preceptor  is  called  "Anagaar" 
i.e. homeless.  For  him  the  whole  world  is  his  home. 
He  has  no  relative  of  his  own,  because  he  himself  is 
out  to  be  a  relative  of  the  world.  He  is  not  after  a 
monastery,  temple  or  mosque.  All  doors  are  open 
for  him.  So  a  Jain  Sadhu  must  give  up  his  home  and 
relatives  even  if  he  hails  from  a  royal  family.  He  must 
put  on  the  white  attire  prescribed  for  him.  This  attire 
reflects  his  monkhood.  Do  we  not  hoist  a  white  flag 
when  we  observe  ceasefire  on  a  battle  field  ?  The 
white  raiment  of  a  Sadhu  does  not  engender  greed, 
envy  or  temptation  to  plunder  in  any  one's  heart. 
Sadhu  is  bereft  of  ornaments.  He  avoids  scented 
oil,  perfumes  and  flowers.  His  adornments  are  his 
virtues.  For  him  sincere  celibacy  and  strong  charac¬ 
ter  serve  as  scents  and  perfumes.  If  monks  were  to 
have  ornaments,  perfumes  etc.  then  "Simplicity" 
would  cease  to  exist  in  this  world. 

How  can  a  sadhu  engross  in  personal  adorn¬ 
ment  and  preach  simplicity  to  others  ?  He  puts  on 
clothes  merely  to  protect  his  body.  As  one  who  has 
left  his  home  and  wealth,  he  considers  money  as 
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He  is  expected  to  eat  a  little  less  than  what  he  can 
digest. 

In  short,  he  is  not  fastidious  about  his  food. 
Since  man  is  mortal,  he  is  out  to  emaciate  his  body 
by  penance  and  austerities.  He  fasts  at  least  once 
in  a  fortnight.  On  occasions  he  may  fast  for  even 
long  periods.  He  may  eat  flat,  non-oily  food  for  years 
together  (an  austerity  known  as  "Ayambil'').  He  may 
even  observe  a  vow  to  eat  only  a  limited  variety  of 
things  for  a  length  of  time,  if  not  throughout  his  life. 

It  is  usual  to  find  a  sadhu  moving  from  one 
end  to  another  end  of  India  covering  long  distance 
daily.  He  goes  bare-footed  everywhere  irrespective 
of  weather  and  terrain  conditions  and  does  not  use 
vehicles  of  any  kind.  What  a  pleasant  and  indepen¬ 
dent  life  !  Illness  does  not  deter  him  from  going  on 
his  daily  round.  What  is  monkhood  if  there  are  no 
hardships?  The  body  is  bound  to  decay  as  it  is  made 
of  the  five  elements.  He  likes  to  protect  other  living 
beings  rather  than  himself.  He  walks  bare-footed  lest 
other  tiny  beings  or  worms  should  get  crushed 
under  his  shod  foot. 

He  meditates  or  performs  religious  rituals  in 
constant  standing  posture  in  order  to  increase  his 
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endurance  power.  He  utilises  his  spare  time  for  reli¬ 
gious  discourses  or  reading  scriptures. Therefore,  he 
does  not  indulge  in  idle  gossip.  This  helps  him  in 
keeping  the  thousand  years  old  scriptures  intact,  be¬ 
sides  enriching  and  developing  them  from  time  to 
time.  Knowledge  is  wealth  to  him.  Therefore,  he  is 
eager  to  seek  knowledge.  Just  as  one  has  to  till  land 
in  order  to  grow  a  crop.  One  has  to  undergo  physical 
hardships  to  acquire  knowledge. 

He  also  pulls  out  his  hair  from  head  and 
beard.  He  cannot  afford  to  spend  time  for  shaving 
daily.  For  that,  he  has  to  become  a  barber  and  keep 
necessary  things  for  the  same,  or  he  has  to  keep 
money  for  it.  The  means  adopted  by  a  real  Sadhu  are 
quite  different.  He  neither  needs  money  nor  a  barber. 
He  pulls  out  hair  after  a  period  of  4  to  6  months.  A 
weak  Sadhu  may  say  that  it  is  "an  oppression".  A 
bold  one  will  take  it  as  an  entertainment.  If  one  is 
soft  to  his  body,the  body  is  likely  to  master  him.  If 
such  oppressions  are  inflicted  on  the  body  twice  a 
year,  then  the  body  understands  that  the  internal  spirit 
is  alert.  When  conquering  a  king,  one  has  to  capture 
his  palace  or  his  kingdom. "Mind"  is  like  a  palace  and 
"Body"  is  like  a  kingdom.  In  order  to  master  the  mind, 
one  has  to  control  one's  body.  To  conquer  the  soul. 


METAPHYSICS  OF  JAINISM 

There  are  nine  cardinal  principles  in  Jain  Meta 
physics.  They  are  Navtatvas, 

1 .  Conscious  Soul  (Jeev) 

2.  Unconscious  i.e.  matter  (Ajeev) 

3.  Influx  of  karma,  the  particles  of  matter  (Aasrav) 

4.  Bondage  of  the  soul  (Bandh) 

5.  Virtue  (Punya) 

6.  Sin  (Pap) 

7.  Arrest  of  the  influx  of  karma  (Samvar) 

8.  Partial  Elimination  of  karma  or  shedding  out 
eight  varieties  of  karma  from  the  soul  (Nirjara) 

9.  Total  elimination  of  karma.  Liberation  or  Moksha. 
These  nine  principles  are  minutely  analysed  in 

the  holy  scriptures. 

Right  Faith, Right  knowledge  and  Right  Conduct 
are  called  the  three  Jewels  of  Jainism.  They  lead  a 
person  to  final  liberation. 

The  world  is  beginingless  and  eternal.  Every  ma¬ 
terial  object  is  constantly  undergoing  changes,  but 
nothing  ever  perishes  or  disappears  out  of  existence. 
All  objects  are  naturally  created  and  destroyed  as  a 
result  of  modifications  of  the  Conscious  Soul  and 
the  Unconscious  Matter. 
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one  has  to  control  one's  mind.  Unless  one  conquers 
the  body  one  cannot  conquer  the  mind.  Till  one  con¬ 
quers  the  mind  one  cannot  conquer  the  soul  and  be¬ 
come  a  super  soul.  In  short,  a  sadhu  is  one  who 
controls  his  body,  mind  and  speech. 

He  is  above  all  the  considerations  of  "mine" 
and  "thine".  It  is  easy  to  find  a  spirit  of  non-violence 
and  compassion  in  his  everyday  activities.  His  words 
exude  love  for  all  living  beings.  Whenever  he  speaks, 
his  words  will  be  uttered  for  the  good  of  every  living 
being.  He  has  vowed  never  to  speak  lies.  He  will  not 
take  even  a  dry  blade  of  grass  without  permission. 
He  must  observe  celibacy.  He  is  attached  to  BRAHMA 
i.e.  super  soul.  Hence,  hecannot  have  awife.  He  has 
given  up  the  pleasures  of  life  mentally,  verbally  and 
bodily.  He  keeps  aloof  from  worldly  wealth.  He  ceases 
to  be  a  burden  to  others.  In  fact,  he  is  out  to  relieve 
others  of  their  burdens.  It  can  be  added  that  he  is 
eager  to  do  good  to  himself  as  well  as  to  others.  He 
must  lead  a  life  as  laid  down  by  the  commands  of 
Teerthankars.  Such  a  preceptor,  who  can  lead  people 
to  light  from  darkness  in  the  real  sense  of  the  term  is 
a  "GURU".  In  the  absence  of  such  a  preceptor  orguide 
one  is  bound  to  be  lost  in  darkness  for  ever. 
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RELIGION-NON-VIOLENCE 
Life  is  dear  to  all,  be  it  an  ant  or  an  elephant. 
Who  wants  to  die  ?  None,  of  course.  One  man  may 
wish  to  die  in  times  of  trouble,  but  when  the  troubles 
are  over,  he  is  anxious  to  live  again.  Let  it  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  it  is  religion  that  enjoins  one  to  safeguard 
the  rights  of  all.  Religion  never  lays  down  that  insig¬ 
nificant  and  minor  creatures  have  no  right  to  live  and 
that  only  the  mighty  should  live.  In  fact,  true  religion 
is  for  the  good  of  all.  It  is  like  a  mother  looking  after  a 
child.  True  religion  preaches  non-violence  and  com¬ 
passion.  How  can  it  be  called  a  religion  if  it  causes 
suffering  to  anyone?  True  religion  never  gives  pain 
to  any  living  being.  There  are  many  people,  who  are 
led  astray  in  this  world  and  think  it  their  duty  to  kill 
innocent  living  beings.  To  kill  the  follower  of  another 
religion  is  believed  to  be  a  pious  act  by  fundamen¬ 
talist.  But  it  is  indeed  stupid  to  believe  that  one  gains 
merit  by  killing  even  a  sinner. 

There  can  be  no  tree  without  roots.  One  can  not 
demolish  the  tree  by  cutting  the  branches  &  at  the 
same  time  sprinkling  water  on  and  providing  fertiliz¬ 
ers  to  the  roots.True  religion  wants  to  annihilate  the 
sin  and  not  sinner.  There  is  always  a  sinful  person  as 
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long  as  there  is  sin  around. 

Unfortunately, the  history  of  religion  is  full  of  reli¬ 
gious  strifes  and  crusades,  History  also  tells  us  that 
there  has  always  been  religious  bigotry.  These  strifes 
are  the  product  of  not  only  bigotry  but  also  sheer  stu¬ 
pidity  &  senselessness.  It  is  better  to  term  a  religious 
strife  as  delusion  rather  than  bigotry.  Religion  does 
not  consist  in  forcing  others  to  follow  or  practise  it.  It 
depends  on  one's  own  spontaneous  reaction  to  it. 

There  lived  a  butcher  named  Kalsaukrik  in  the 
kingdom  of  King  Shrenik.  He  used  to  kill  500  buffa¬ 
loes  daily.  He  was  therefore  thrown  into  a  deep  well 
so  that  he  would  desist  from  killing. 

Even  there  he  made  clay  models  of  these  beasts 
and  felt  happy  by  destroying  them.  This  was  because 
of  his  innate  violent  nature.  Though  Shrenik  felt  happy 
at  having  stopped  violence,  it  should  be  noted  that 
punishment  for  killing  serves  no  purpose  in  removing 
latent  violence  in  human  beings. 

One  must  have  compassion  for  the  sinful  per¬ 
son.  True  religion  never  preaches  hatred  for  other 
religions.lt  teaches  us  to  be  kind, lenient, liberal  and 
compassionate  to  others.  Hence,  the  first  character¬ 
istic  of  Jain  religion  is  non-violence. 
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The  word  "CUT"  has  a  connotation  of  "Cruelty" 
and  disturbs  the  mind  while  the  word  "clean"  makes  it 
calm.  It  is  said  that  in  the  times  of  king  KUMARPAL. 
words  like  “cut  and  kill”  were  not  uttered  by  his  sub¬ 
ject.  Even  today  one  finds  this  salient  influence  in 
places  covered  by  his  kingdom.  It  is  beyond  doubt 
that  the  more  comprehensively  a  religion  advocates 
non-violence,  the  more  that  religion  will  be  true,  noble 
and  perfect. 

TEACHINGS  OF  LORD  MAHAVEER 
AND  PRINCIPLES  OF  JAINISM 

There  are  certain  religion  vows  &  disciplines 
like  truthfulness,  non-violence  non-accceptence  of 
things  not  willingly  given,  celibacy,  righteousness.  All 
women  (except  one's  own  wife)  are  regarded  as  moth¬ 
ers.  Wealth  belonging  to  others  is  regarded  as  a  clod 
of  clay.  The  discipline  of  non-possessiveness  says 
that  except  for  the  soul  nothing  belongs  to  us.  Listed 
above  are  the  characteristics  of  non-violence. 

Anger,  pride,  deceit  and  greed  are  forms  of 
violence. These  vices  are  bound  to  hurt  the  soul.  Hurt¬ 
ing  one's  soul  is  like  raising  a  wall  between  "Soul" 
and  "God".  True  religion  cannot  be  propounded  by  one 
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The  deepest  irreligiosity  lies  in  the  doctrine 
of  "The  survival  of  the  fittest."  i.e.  the  able  will  sur¬ 
vive  and  the  weak  should  go  to  the  wall.  Man  is  high¬ 
est  and  the  most  powerful  being  in  the  universe.  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  he  is  not  entitled  to  kill  others  but  help 
them  in  surviving.  A  wise  man  has  said  if  violence 
be  religion,  what  will  irreligion  be  ?  Irreligion  lies  in 
the  sentiment  of  killing  anyone  or  getting  him  killed 
with  or  without  reason,  irrespective  of  whether  he  is 
big  or  small,  guilt  or  innocent.  This  sentiment  is  ab¬ 
sent  in  life  of  a  Jain  monk  or  a  jain  layman. 

Lokmanya  Tilak  said  that  "  It  is  Jainism 
that  has  saved  India  from  the  holocaust  of  violence." 
It  is  due  to  Jainism  that  vegetarianism  is  widely  prac¬ 
tised  in  the  state  of  Gujarat  even  today.AII  good  think¬ 
ers  agree  that  the  principle  of  Non-violence  is  incul¬ 
cated  from  the  childhood  in  the  homes  of  Jains.  If 
one  goes  to  a  Jain  household  &  asks  a  child  to  cut 
vegetable,  upon  hearing  the  world  "CUT",  he  will  feel 
flabbergasted.  The  right  terminology  for  it  is  "clean¬ 
ing"  and  not  "cutting"of  course,  man  must  eat  to  live 
and  do  something  to  earn  his  livelihood.  But  to  the 
best  of  his  ability,  he  must  practise  ahimsa  men¬ 
tally,  bodily  and  in  speech. 
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who  is  subjected  to  the  above  evils.  Irrespective  of 
time  and  space,  true  religion  can  be  propounded  only 
by  Jineshwara  who  is  free  from  anger,  pride, deceit 
and  greed. 

Rejection  of  Vedas  and  Brahman  Supremacy, 
Mahaveer  rejected  the  authority  of  the  Vedas  and 
objected  to  the  Vedic  rituals,  sacrifices  and  the  Brah¬ 
min  supremacy.He  advocated  a  very  holy  &  elevating 
code  of  severe  asceticim  and  extreme  penance  for 
the  attainment  of  the  Nirvana  or  the  highest  spiritual 
state.  Though  Mahaveer  had  opened  the  doors  of  his 
religion  to  all  without  distinction  of  caste,  creed  or  sex. 

Negation  of  God.  Mahaveer  did  not  belive  that 
God  created  this  world  or  exercised  any  control  over 
it.  There  is  no  supreme  creative  sprit,  nor  any  creator 
necessary  to  explain  the  nature  of  world.lt  is  the  power 
of  nature  without  the  intervention  of  any  eternal  deity. 
The  diversities  of  the  world  are  traced  to  the  five  co¬ 
operating  condition  of  time,  nature,  necessity,  activ¬ 
ity  and  desire  to  be  and  act.” 

God, according  to  him, is  only  the  highest  the 
noblest  and  fullest  manifestation  of  all  the  powers  la¬ 
tent  in  man  ( the  most  perfect  man).  Man’s  salvation 
does  not  depend  upon  the  mercy  of  God  or  any  such 
person.  Man  is  architect  of  his  own  destiny. 
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SYADVAD  OR  ANEKANTVADA 

(Many-faceted  truth) 

A  true  religion  rests  not  on  the  number  of  its 
followers  but  on  the  catholicity  of  its  philosophy. 
Jainism  is  best  known  in  this  world  for  its  universal 
outlook.  Prof.  Anandshankar  Dhruv  of  Gujarat  and 
the  teachers  of  the  Ramanuj  fold  have  appreciated 
its  liberal  approach.  Great  men  like  Gandhiji  and  G.B. 
Shaw  were  impressed  by  its  thoughts.  Tagore  and 
Rajendra  Babu  considered  it  unique  in  its  search  for 
universal  peace  and  catholicity.  This  philosophy  of 
catholicity  is  called  "Anekantvada"  A  (logic  of  relativ¬ 
ity".)  Keeping  aside  its  philosophical  importance,  one 
may  have  a  look  at  "Anekantvada" 

Many  religions  believe  that  the  soul  is  lifted 
up  and  liberated  only  by  devotion.  Some  assert  that 
religion  consists  in  social  service  to  the  downtrod¬ 
den,  while  others  believe  in  penance,  penitence  and 
austerities.  Jainism  affirms  that  each  of  the  above 
thoughts  is  justifiable  only  if  it  takes  in  to  consider¬ 
ation  the  viewpoints  of  others. 

People  bent  on  devotionalism  are  aware  that 
religion  does  not  consist  in  social  service  or  mere 
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bered  that  a  person  practising  penance  or  observing 
fast  does  not  hurt  other  living  beings.  He  himself 
remains  without  food  for  30,40,50  days  or  longer  but 
does  not  fail  to  take  care  of  others. 

It  is  a  fact  that  many  valuable  books  pre¬ 
served  in  the  libraries  of  Jain  monasteries  were  burnt 
as  fuel  to  boil  water  for  bath  by  soldiers  of  foreign 
invading  armies.  Yet  the  Jains  are  vigilant  in  keeping 
safe  the  sacred  scriptures  of  all  other  religions. This 
fact  does  indicate  their  approach  to  Syadvada."  Many 
of  the  non-Jain  books  on  philosophy  were  pre¬ 
served  only  by  Jain  libraries  due  to  this  apporach." 
(K.K.Shastri) 

A  jain  child  is  taught  not  to  desecrate  scrip¬ 
tures  of  any  religion.  He  hesitate  to  set  his  foot  even 
on  a  blank  piece  of  paper.  He  feels  such  a  thing  will 
desecrate  his  knowledge.  On  account  of  this  atti¬ 
tude,  one  can  find  references  to  the  philosophy  of 
non-Jain  religions  in  Jain  scriptures.  By  which  angle 
and  to  what  extent  other  religious  doctrines  are  true 
is  also  described  in  them  with  full  explanations. 

One  can  find  the  sacred  books  like  the  Koran, 
Tripiktak,  the  Bible.  Vedas  and  Purans  well  preserved 
by  them  with  as  much  care  as  in  the  case  of  Jain 
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asceticism  and  penance.  One  who  is  in  favour  of 
penance  will  say  that  mere  service  is  meaningless 
and  penance  alone  is  religion;  but  one  who  believes 
in  "Anekantavada"  asserts  that  all  the  above  strands 
of  thought  are  true.  This  is  the  essence  of  Jainism. 

During  the  "Paryushan"  festival  Jains  re¬ 
sort  to  penance.  Even  a  little  boy  will  be  found  ob¬ 
serving  a  fast.  This  fast  means  rigid  abstinence  from 
food,  and  in  some  cases,  water  also.  There  is  no 
room  for  fruit  eating  in  this  type  of  fasting.  During 
these  holy  days,  Jains  not  only  observe  fast  but  also 
give  alms  to  the  needy  and  donate  liberally  to 
gaushalas  and  panjarapoles  for  sheltering  dumb  ani¬ 
mals.  Here  is  a  living  form  of  "Anekantavada". 

Fasting  of  course  is  abstinence  from  food, 
but  then  feeding  the  hungry  is  also  a  great  thing. 
Suppose,  one  observes  fast  and  at  the  same  time 
feeds  the  hungry.  Does  this  seem  contradictory  ? 
No,  a  man  of  catholic  views  will  see  no  contradiction 
in  this. 

After  noticing  this  Jain  approach  to  penance, 
some  of  the  thinkers  and  leaders  of  India  advise  the 
people  to  adopt  this  way  of  penance  as  this  will  miti¬ 
gate  scarcity  of  food  in  India.  It  should  be  remem- 

l38\^  - 


scriptures.  Books  written  by  non-Jain’s,  even  criti¬ 
cizing  or  attacking  the  Jain  philosophy,  which  were 
not  preserved  by  those  critics,  are  also  found  in 
Jain  libraries.  As  a  result  of  Syadvada,  Jain  schol¬ 
ars  and  Acharyas  have  written  authentic  commen¬ 
taries  on  those  books  criticizing  Jain  philosophy.  Fur¬ 
thermore,  Jain  scholars  had  drawn  references  from 
the  Purans  and  the  Mahabharat  in  support  of  their 
own  text  and  traditions. 

The  Jain  scriptures  say  that  looking  at  any¬ 
thing  only  from  one  viewpoint  is  wrong.  A  thing  can 
be  'like  this',  and  also  'like  that'.  Such  a  great  doc¬ 
trine  of  Anekantvada  is  presented  in  Jain  Agam 
Nandisootra.  Perhaps,  such  a  liberal  opinion  till  to¬ 
day  has  not  been  expressed  in  any  shastras  or  other 
religious  scriptures.  As  stated  in  Nandisootra,  other 
religious  scriptures  like  Mahabharat  or  Purans,  if 
properly  read  and  understood,  are  not  wrong.  If  what 
is  given  in  Jain  religious  scriptures  is  not  understood 
properly.,  then  that  also  is  likely  to  be  wrong.  In  a 
true  sense,  it  is  understood  in  Jainism  that  there  is 
nothing  wrong  if  diffrent  views  are  propounded  in  other 
religious  scriptures.  One  should  have  proper  vision 
and  frame  of  mind  to  understand  many  viewpoint  and 
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should  not  be  carried  away  by  only  one.  If  one’s  view¬ 
point  is  different,  it  does  not  mean  that  just  be¬ 
cause  one  cannot  visualise  something  it  is  not  true. 

It  is  true  that  Jains  and  their  temples  were 
savagely  attacked  in  the  past.  No  less  than  2000 
Jain  monks  had  been  done  to  death  and  yet  Jains 
never  broken  idols  or  destroyed  places  of  worship 
of  non-Jains.  On  the  contrary,  they  have  patronised 
and  protected  them. 

Mosques  have  been  built  by  Jain  philanthro¬ 
pists  like  Jagadu  Shah.  This  proves  that  the  sig¬ 
nificance  of  one's  religion  can  be  brought  home  not 
by  attacking  another’s  but  by  a  spirit  of  tolerance 
and  dedicative  liberality.  Jainism  insist  on  self-sac¬ 
rifice.  Sometimes  one  has  to  praise  a  thing  in  order 
to  prove  its  non-genuineness.  Revenge  cannot  be 
extinguished  by  revenge  but  by  a  spirit  of  love.  This 
is  the  right  kind  of  Anekantvada  or  non-violence. 

Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  sinner  and 
the  sin  are  quite  diffrent  and  yet  the  same  too,  as 
both  are  the  two  sides  of  the  same  coin.  At  the  out¬ 
set  all  this  may  seem  contradictory,  but  this  can  be 
recounciled  by  means  of  syadvada.  If  anyone  hap¬ 
pen  to  see  a  sinner  he  should  remember  that  the 
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sinner  and  the  sin  are  two  diffrent  thing.  Therefore 
nothing  can  be  gained  by  killing  the  sinner.  When 
someone  himself  happens  to  commit  a  sinful  act, 
he  should  believe  that  the  sin  and  its  doer  are  the 
same.  In  this  case,  he  cannot  plead  heplessness  on 
the  ground  that  soul  and  sin  are  diffrent  entities  and 
it  is  his  previous  karmas  that  forced  him  to  do  those 
acts  of  sin. Such  an  approach  is  indeed  no  Syadvada. 

It  is  known  that  Jain  monks  have  preached 
to  Muslim,  Hindu  and  Jain  kings  without  hesitation. 
They  were  made  admirers  of  Jainism  but  they  never 
harassed  non-Jains  or  employed  forcible  conversion 
or  proselytization. 

Kalikal  Sarwagna  Acharya  Hemachandra 
Sooreeshwarjee  and  Acharya  Hir  Sooreeshwarjee 
have  pro-  pagated  the  cult  of  non-violence  with  the 
help  of  kings.  They  have  never  asked  or  encouraged 
any  king  to  demolish  a  mosque  or  a  Hindu  temple. 
Why  is  this  so?  Jainism  has  followed  a  positive  ap¬ 
proach.  A  little  comparison  between  Jainism  and 
other  systems  of  thought  will  bring  home  its  spirit  of 
catholicity  and  liberality.  Here  are  some  principles 
which  prove  it. 
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1 .  If  anyone  wants  to  attain  liberation  or  salvation,  he 
is  sure  to  achieve  it  at  sometime  in  the  future. 

2.  For  entertaining  such  a  wish,  one  need  not  be  a 
Jain  only. 

3.  Even  if  outwardly  turns  against  Jainism,  ultimately 
he  is  bound  to  get  salvation  if  he  sincerely  as 
pires  for  it. 

4.  One  need  not  be  born  in  Jain  family  for  his  final 
liberation. 

5.  It  is  likely  that  he  may  be  antagonistic  to  Jainism 
in  a  particular  birth  and  yet  this  will  not  be  a  hin- 
-drance  to  his  salvation  in  the  same  birth  if  he 
changes  his  attitude. 

6.  Jainism  never  asserts  that  heaven  is  meant  only 
for  its  followers  and  hell  for  others. 

7.  A  person  born  of  Jain  parents  will  be  deprived  of 
his  salvation  if  he  misbehaves  and  one  ignorant 
of  Jainism  will  not  be  debarred  from  attaining 
heaven  if  his  behaviour  is  good. 

8.  It  is  true  that  anyone  who  is  above  the  bonds  of 
attachment  and  hatred  is  a  'Jin'  and  the  path  pro¬ 
pounded  by  him  is  Jainism. 

Just  as  many  streams  merge  into  a  river  &  the 

river  meets  the  sea,  all  will  get  liberation  &  salvation 

[43~^  _ 


through  the  'veetarag'  path,  the  path  that  is  the  river 
which  leads  to  the  sea  of  salvation. As  a  result  of 
this  liberal  approach  Jainism  is  free  from  bigotry. 
Jainism  has  never  encouraged  oppression  of  non- 
Jains. 

First  of  all,  a  Jain  should  follow  faithfully 
the  tenets  of  Jainism  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  Then 
he  should  explain  these  tenets  to  non-Jains  in  a  spirit 
of  love  and  compassion.  He  should  not  say  to  them 
that  their  beliefs  are  wrong  but  rather  gently  persaude 
them  to  bring  about  a  change  in  their  beliefs. He 
should  accept  the  validity  of  their  beliefs  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  acceptable.  This  approach  will  bring  the  others 
round  to  his  point  of  view.  This  is  the  message  of 
SYADVADA. 

Instead  of  calling  an  one-eyed  man  one-eyed, 
it  would  be  preferable  to  tell  him  that  the  light  of  two 
eyes  is  useful  for  a  comprehensive  view  of  an 
object.  Such  an  apporach  is  Syadvada.  As  a  result 
of  this  broad  approach  of  syadvada  propounded  by 
Jainism  it  has  been  accepted  by  all  the  other  reli¬ 
gions  of  the  world. 
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Of  course,  It  is  no  wonder  that  Jainism  has  oniy 
a  limited  number  of  followers,  This  is  because  of  its 
insistence  on  penance,  austerity  &  self-restraint.  In 
this  connection,  Vinobaji's  words  are  worth  mention¬ 
ing.  He  said,  'Jainism  is  not  hankering  after  increas¬ 
ing  the  number  of  its  followers.  People  ask  me  why 
Jains  are  less  in  number.  I  reply  that  the  small  num¬ 
ber  of  followers  is  indicative  of  its  intelligentsia.  Sugar 
is  sweet.  When  it  is  dissolved  in  milk  its  presence 
(sweetness)  spread  in  the  milk.  After  the  Sugar  is 
dissolved,  people  say  that  the  milk  is  sweet;  but  in 
the  real  sense  the  sweetness  is  that  of  sugar.  Simi¬ 
larly,  Jains  have  mingled  with  other  silently  and  in¬ 
creased  sweetness  in  the  entire  population." 

"  In  Maharashtra  a  child  was  taught  "Shri 
Ganeshay  Namah",  Why?  It  is  beacause  the  teacher 
was  a  Jain  but  not  the  pupil.  So  the  next  lesson  be¬ 
gins  with  "Om  Name  Siddham"  .This  practice  is  fol¬ 
lowed  even  today.  Jainism  is  very  small  if  the  num¬ 
ber  of  followers  is  the  criterion,  but  it  has  remained 
intact  by  mingling  and  interacting  with  other  people. 
Just  increasing  number  is  a  minor  thing." 

(Vinoba  Bhave,  Jain  Bharati,  Year  15,  Vol.  16) 
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PHILOSOPHY  OF  KARMA 

In  more  or  less  extent, each  and  every  philo¬ 
sophical  school  has  tried  to  discuss  the  Karma  phi¬ 
losophy  and  all  except  the  Jain  system  do  not  re¬ 
gard  Karma  as  atom.  But  the  Jain  doctrines  define 
Karma  in  terms  of  subtlest  particles  of  matter  spread 
throughout  the  Cosmic  Sphere. These  particles  have 
entangled  all  the  souls  from  beginningless  time  in 
bondage  in  the  same  way  gold  particles  are  mixed 
up  with  the  earth. 

Every  particle  of  Karma  is  mixed  with  the  soul 
from  various  causes  such  as  wrong  faith  or 
Mithyatva  a  state  of  vowlessness  or  Avirati  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  good  and  bad,  egoism,  mineess  or  Kashaya, 
and  all  bodily,  verble  and  mental  activities  called  the 
Yoga. These  particles  of  Karma  are  accumulated 
around  the  soul  like  a  cover  and  in  consequence,  it 
is  subjected  to  birth  and  death,  happiness  and  mis¬ 
ery  in  Various  forms  of  life. 

To  get  rid  of  these  particles  for  the  attainment  of 
freedom  from  all  the  sufferings,  one  must  develop 
Right  faith.  Right  knowledge  and  Right  conduct. 
These  three  essentials  should  be  developed  to  the 
highest  extent  and  with  their  combined  help,  the  en¬ 
tangled  Soul  will  be  able  to  slacken  its  entire  accu- 
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mulated  particles  of  Karmas  &  became  free  for  ever 
from  bondage.  The  Karma  philosophy  in  Jainism  has 
laid  great  emphasis  on  one  particular  point  that  man 
must  not  blindly  depend  upon  his  past  Karma  and 
blame  it  for  all  his  miseries  putting  aside  his  endeav¬ 
our  and  incessant  labours  for  reaping  the  blessings 
of  life.  At  the  same  time  man  must  not  depend  blindly 
on  his  own  endeavour  and  hard  work  for  his  happi¬ 
ness  ignoring  the  power  of  Karma  for  moulding  his 
destiny.  Karma  exerts  dominating  influence  on  the 
life  of  man, but  he  should  not  turn  himself  dejected  by 
his  disappointments  and  disheartening  setbacks  in 
life,  his  miseries  and  sufferings,  putting  the  entire 
responsibility  for  his  plight  to  the  result  of  his  previ¬ 
ous  Karma.  On  the  contrary,  he  should  ignore  his 
sufferings,  maintain  equanimity  and  exert  himself  in 
his  labours  to  uproot  the  main  cause  of  misery.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Jain  philosophy  the  effects  of  bad  karma 
can  be  counteracted  by  rendering  meritorious  deeds 
and  all  the  influx  of  the  eight  types  of  karmas  ar¬ 
rested  by  observing  austerities.  The  elemination  of 
Karmas  leads  a  person  to  liberation.  Jaina  philoso¬ 
phy  declares  that  all  past  karmas  can  be  eliminated 
and  also  all  future  karmas  prevented  by  observing 
the  rules  of  conduct  to  liberate  the  entangled  soul 
from  bondage. 
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STUDY  OF  JAINISM 

About  five  decades  ago,  scholars  were  not 
so  well  acquainted  with  Jain  literature  and  it’s  doc¬ 
trines.  Because  of  their  partial  ignorance  or  half- 
knowledge,they  have  interpreted  Jain  concepts  in 
wrong  view-point.  But  in  recent  times,  many  schol¬ 
ars  have  admitted  these  mistakes.  Some  of  these 
misconceptions  were; 

1 .  that  Jainism  is  an  offshoot  of  the  vedic  religion 
or  Buddhism, 

2.  that  Jainas  are  atheists, 

3.  that  the  philosophy  of  syadvada  is  shallow  and 
fruitless, 

4.  that  suicide  is  permitted  in  fulfillment  of  religious 
vows, 

5.  that  Lord  Mahaveer  ate  meat  and 

6.  that  fasts  are  inflictment  of  violence  on  the  body 
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But  these  wrong  notions  have  been  corrected 
and  scholars  have  admitted  that  Jainism  is  the  fore¬ 
most  religion  in  the  history  of  mankind  that  the  jains 
are  not  atheist  ,  but  staunch  belivers  in  God  pro¬ 
vided  that  they  do  not  belive  in  a  supreme  God  as 
creator  of  the  world  and  that  Syadvada  is  not  an 
aimless  philosophy,  but  the  noblest  and  strongest 
concept  covering  the  entire  human  activities  and  that 
suicide  is  not  permissable  but  treated  as  a  great  sin 
and  only  in  extreme  old  age,  a  Jain  can  give  up  food 
under  the  guidance  of  his  preceptor  and  that  Mahaveer 
was  a  unique  preacher  of  non-violence  and  could 
never  take  meat.  Dharmananda  Kosambi,  the  Bud¬ 
dhist  scholar  has  interpreted  the  word  ‘Kravoye’  as 
meat,  but  its  right  meaning  is  a  kind  of  vegetable 
used  as  a  medicine. 

We  hope  that  impartial  persons  ,  intrested 
in  the  study  of  jainalogy,  will  realise  its  true  con¬ 
cepts  and  understand  the  philosophy  and  message 
of  this  most  ancient  religion  in  the  history  of  the 
world. 
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ANTIQUITY  OF  JAINISM 

India  is  known  for  its  ancient  culture  and  civiliza¬ 
tion.  There  were  saints  and  seers  in  the  past  who 
had  knowledge  of  the  past,  present  and  future.  It  is 
but  natural  for  Indians  to  believe  that  "Old  is  Gold". 

Janism  is  also  very  old,  as  old  as  the  universe. 
This  has  been  accepted  even  by  non-Jain  scholars. 
Inspite  of  the  wonderful  developement  of  science, 
people's  knowledge  has  not  developed  proportionately. 
Historians  speak  about  pre-historical  and  historical 
past.  It  is  acknowledged  by  all  that  even  in  the  pre¬ 
historic  period,  there  was  Jainism.  It  is  no  wonder 
that  no  history  refers  to  the  first  founder  of  Jainism. 

Major  General  Forlong  (England)  says,  "It  is  im¬ 
possible  to  know  the  beginning  of  Jainism"  Swami 
Ramamishraji  Shastri,  Professor  of  Banaras  Sanskrit 
College;  Says  "Jainism  began  when  this  world  be¬ 
gan.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  Jainism  is  much  older 
than  theVedas."B.G.Tilaksays,  "Bhagwan  Mahaveer 
again  taught  Jainism.  Before  him  there  were  23  teach¬ 
ers  (Teerthankars).  They  also  propagated  Jainism. 
From  this,  the  antiquity  of  Jainism  was  estab¬ 
lished". 


Lord  Mahaveer  was  not  the  founder  of  Jainism. 
He  was  only  the  last  of  the  24  Teerthankaras.  He 
had  stated  that  what  he  had  preached  was  no  new 
religion.  It  was  propounded  by  many  Jineshwars  of 
the  past. 

According  to  Jain  scriptures,  there  is  no  first 
founder  of  Jainism  .  Lord  Rishabhadev  is  of  course 
the  first  Teerthankar,  the  first  Teerthankar  of  this 
avasarpini  ( the  descending  half  of  an  era)  but  not 
that  of  all  time.  Every  Teerthankar  has  said,"  What¬ 
ever  has  been  told  by  infinite  number  of  Teerth¬ 
ankaras,  I  am  telling  the  same."  No  Teerthankar  has 
claimed  that  he  is  saying  something  new  or  that  he 
is  propagating  a  new  religion. 

There  are  founders  for  all  other  religions  and 
they  have  been  described  in  their  respective  reli¬ 
gious  scriptures  as  such  founders.  But  in  no  Jain 
scripture  has  anyone  been  named  as  the  founder  of 
Jainism.  Hence  it  would  appear  that  the  most  an¬ 
cient  religion  is  Jainism. 

Some  may  ask  whether  there  are  any  his¬ 
torical  evidence  to  prove  that  ?  Yes,  such  evidence 
are  available. 

The  vedas  are  the  oldest  religious  texts  available 
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to  us.  They  are  at  least  5000  years  old.  The  vedas 
refer  to  lord  Rishabhdev,  Lord  Arishtanemi  &  others. 
Their  names  appear  in  several  mantras.  This  proves 
that  there  was  Jainism  prior  to  the  vedas. The 
Aranyaka,  Shrimad  Bhagwat  and  purans  support  this 
fact.  These  books  accept  the  existence  of  the  24 
Teerthankaras  of  Jainism. There  is  a  reference  to  the 
life  of  Lord  Rishbhdev  as  well  as  to  the  holy  places 
of  Jains  like  the  Shatrunjaya  and  the  Girnar  hills. 

The  Vedic  mantras  justify  the  antiquity  of 
Jainism.  Both  national  and  international  scholars  like 
Hermann  Jacobi,  Dr.  Radhakrishnan^  andTilak  have 
accepted  the  antiquity  of  Jainism  based  on  the  refer¬ 
ences  in  the  Vedas. 

Vedant  Parivrajakaacharya^  has  also  ac¬ 
cepted  the  antiquity  of  Jainism.  The  civilization  of 
the  cities  of  Mohenjodaro  is  5000  years  old.  A  plate 
bearing  "Yoga  Mudra"  and  a  seal®  bearing  the  word 
"Jineshwar"  are  found  there. 

1.  There  is  nothing  wonderful  in  my  saying  that  "Jainism  was 
in  existence  long  before  the  vedas  were  composed". 

-Dr.  S.  Radhakrishnan. 
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Besides,  the  culture  of  Mohenjodaro  was 
more  akin  to  Jainism  than  to  any  other  religion,  From 
Archeological  point  of  view  also  the  antiquity  of 
Jainism  is  well  established. 

The  religion  prevalent  in  ancient  Egypt"''  was 
like  Jainism.  The  oldest  images  ever  found  in  the 
world  are  of  Jain  Teertankaras  and  they  have  been 
kept  in  the  museum  of  Patna. There  have  been  many 
Jain  inscriptions  in  Brahmi  script.  The  ancient  caves 
and  idols  also  testify  to  the  antiquity  of  Jainism. 


2.  "Jainism  is  a  true,  supreme  and  the  most  ancient  reli¬ 
gion.  The  vedic  references  have  been  gathered  from 
"Jain  scriptures".  Vedant  Parivrajakacharya  Yogi 
Jeevanand  Paramhansa. 

3.  "Prof.  Pran  Nath  Vidyalankara  says  that  "the  inscrip¬ 
tion  on  the  Indus  seal  No.  499  reads  according  to  my 
decipherment.  Jineswara  or  Jinesa".  Jain,  Jyothi  Prasad, 
Jainism  the  oldest  living  Religion) 

4.  The  religion  of  very  ancient  predynastic  Egypt,  sup¬ 

posed  to  be  lakhs  of  years  old,  also  appears  to  be  quite 
akin  to  Jainism"  -r.  Robert  Churchwell 
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DEVELOPMENT  OF  ARCHITECTURE 
AND  THE  CULT  OF  BHAKTI 

Jainism  is  not  a  dry  philosophy  based  ex¬ 
clusively  on  subtle  logic,  but  it  is  a  fountain  of  devo¬ 
tional  religion. To  manifest  the  feelings  of  devotion  or 
Bhakti,  the  Jains  have  raised  monumental  shrines  in 
many  parts  of  India.  The  construction  of  temples  and 
imposing  images  has  provided  the  finest  specimens 
of  architecture  in  the  world.  As  an  illustration,  the 
temples  of  Mount  Abu  (Dilwara),  and  Ranakpur  in 
Rajasthan  are  famous  for  their  unparalleled  decora¬ 
tive  art  on  stone.  Palitana,  the  temple  of  shatrunjaya 
in  Saurashtra,  is  said  to  be  unique  in  Asia  for  having 
innumerable  temples  constructed  on  a  hillock  .  In 
this  way,  these  temples  have  sustained  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  Indian  architecture  in  the  past  several  cen¬ 
turies.  It  is  the  view  of  noted  architects  that  among 
the  tamples  of  India,  at  least,  every  Jaina  shrine  is  a 
model  of  decorative  art  on  stone. 
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IMAGE  WORSHIP 

In  Jainism  image  worship  is  of  hoary  antiq¬ 
uity.  The  first  image  of  Lord  Rishabha,  the  first 
Teerthankara  was  made  on  Ashtapad  by  Emperor 
Bharat  and  was  installed  in  a  temple  on  the  summit 
of  mount  Kailash. There  are  authentic  references  in 
the  Bhagavati  Sutra,  the  Sthanga  Sutra,  the 
Rayappaseni  a  Sutra,  the  Upashakdasang  and  many 
other  connonical  works  among  the  sacred  Scriptures 
to  prove  that  images  of  Jainas  were  worshipped  by 
the  people  in  ancient  India. The Trishastisalaka-Purush 
Charitra  of  Acharya  Hemchandra  Soorijee  has  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  memorials  erected  by  the  people  for  of¬ 
fering  worship  to  Lord  Rishbha.  These  facts  in  the 
ancient  scriptures  prove  the  hoary  antiquity  of  image 
worship  in  India, 

A  story  is  related  about  king  Udayana  and  king 
Chandpradyot  who  were  contemporaries  of  Lord 
Mahaveer.  Udayana  worshiped  a  Jin  image  accord¬ 
ing  to  this  story.  Another  illustration  referred  to  the 
scriptures  is  of  Abhaykumar.  He  sent  a  box  to 
Ardrakumar  and  asked  him  to  open  it  alone.  When 
the  box  was  opened,  Ardrakumar  found  an  image  of 
Jin  in  it  and  remembering  his  previous  birth  he  at- 
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tained  enlightenment  &  deep  faith  in  Jinism.These 
scriptural  stories  prove  that  image  of  Jinas  were 
worshipped  even  during  the  time  of  Lord  Mahaveer. 

The  excavations  on  the  Indus  Valley  sustantiates 
the  contention  that  image  worship  was  prevalent 
among  the  Indus  valley  people  about  five  thousand 
years  ago.  The  statue  discovered  at  Harappa  is  a 
male  torso  in  nude  form.  It  resembled  the  torso  found 
at  Lohianpur  near  patna,  the  oldest  Jain  image  un¬ 
earthed  in  India. The  Harappa  torso  like  the  Lohianpur 
image  was  in  the  characteristic  pose  of  physical  aban¬ 
don  or  Kayotsarga.The  seals  of  the  Indus  Valley  also 
depicted  the  Yogic  pose  of  Lord  Jina.The  People  of 
the  Indus  Valley  were  mostly  followers  of  Jainism. 

King  Kharvel  of  Orissa  in  the  3  rd  century  B.C., 
brought  back  from  Magadh  to  Orissa  an  image  of 
Adi  called  the  Kaling  Jin  .  This  image  was  that  of 
lord  Rishabha.  It  was  taken  to  Magadh  by  a  Nand 
king  after  defeating  Kalinga  in  a  battle.  The 
Hathigumpha  inscriptions  of  king  Kharavel  in  orissa 
go  to  prove  that  image  worship  was  prevalent  in 
Kalinga  during  his  time.  Another  illustration  to  prove 
the  antiquity  of  image  worship  are  the  inscriptions  of 
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the  yadva  Stupa  image  discovered  at  Kankaii  Tiia  at 
Mathura. These  inscriptions  belonged  to  the  period 
of  Lord  Parshva  who  lived  some  two  hundred  and 
fifty  years  before  Lord  Mahaveer.  There  are  Jain  im¬ 
ages  in  Rajasthan  dating  back  to  Lord  Mahaveer. 
Samprati,  the  Jain  Emperor  and  the  grandson  of 
Ashok  built  many  temples  and  made  Jain  images 
according  to  literary  evidence  and  also  legends.  All 
these  facts  both  scriptural  and  epigraphical  prove 
beyond  dispute  that  Moorti  Pooja  was  widely  preva¬ 
lent  among  the  Jainas  from  time  immemorial. 

One  can  not  adduce  a  single  authentic  evidence 
to  prove  that  image  worship  was  not  practised  by 
the  Jains  from  such  pre-historic  days  as  those  of 
Lord  Rishabh  and  that  it  was  a  part  and  parcel  of 
Jain  religion  from  the  dawn  of  human  culture  and 
civilization  in  India. 

Swamy  Dayananda  Saraswati  founder  of  the 
Arya  Samaj  and  an  uncompromising  cirtic  of  image 
worship  has  declared  that  image  worship  forming  a 
part  of  religion  was  first  introduced  by  Jainas  in  In¬ 
dia.  This  View  of  Swamy  Dayanand  has  been  well 
substantiated  by  notable  scholars  in  whose  view 
Moorti  Pooja  had  its  origin  in  Jainism. 
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PROPAGATION 

A  geologist  once  said  "If  one  draws  a  circle 
with  a  diameter  of  seven  miles  in  any  part  of  India 
and  excavates  it,  than  one  is  likely  to  come  across 
specimens  of  Jain  culture  and  civilization". 

If  ordinary  people  speak  about  it,  this  may 
be  dismissed  as  exaggeration  but  when  geologist 
confirm  this,  then  there  must  be  some  truth  in  it. 

There  was  a  time  when  Jainism  was  popu¬ 
lar  throughout  India.  Itwasoneof  the  main  religions 
then. 

According  to  "Bhartiya  Mat  Darpan"  Jains 
numbered  40  crores  then.  There  were  many  Jain 
sadhus  and  laymen  according  to  Hu-en-shiang  and 
En-siang.  It  is  worthy  of  mention  that  kings  like 
Shrenik,  Udayi,  Ashok,  chandpradhyota,  Sampratee, 
Kharwel,  Chandragupta,  Priyadarshi,  Kumarpal  and 
others  had  helped  to  propagate  Jainism.  During  the 
reign  of  Shrenik  his  prince  named  Abhaya  kumar  who 
was  also  his  minister  had  converted  the  prince  of 
Ardrapur  (present  Aden)  to  Jainism  and  who  later  on 
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embraced  the  order  of  Jain  monks. 

The  Greek  historians  have  noted  that 
Alexander  the  Great  of  Greece,  after  conquering  In¬ 
dia,  took  with  him  a  Jain  monk  as  a  symbol  of  In¬ 
dian  culture.  It  is  believed  that  there  is  still  the  grave 
of  a  Jain  Sadhu  in  Athens.  According  to 
"Mahavansh  Puran"  of  Buddhism,  Jainism  was 
popular  in  Ceylon  then.  A  king  of  Ceylon  had  also 
built  an  upashraya  for  a  Jain  monk  and  also  a  Jain 
temple. There  is  a  grand  image  of  Lord  Parshvanath 
in  the  Museum  of  Rome  and  it  was  found  in  a  cave 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Amazon. 

Jesus  Christ  also  came  in  contact  with  Jain 
monks.  This  is  noted  in  a  palm  leaf  kept  in  a  Hima¬ 
layan  cave  of  Tibet  .Thus  one  can  find  relics  of 
Jainism  beyond  the  borders  of  India.  There  were 
many  colonies  outside  India  which  had  affinity  with 
Jainism.  Of  course,  in  course  of  time,  they  forgot 
their  religious  culture  due  to  conversion  and  other 
reasons. 

According  to  Prabodhchandra  Sen,The 
original  religion  of  Bengal  was  Jainism  .  Traces  of 
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Jain  culture  are  found  even  now  in  some  of  the 
Bengali  tribes.  There  exist  a  "Sarak"  tribe  in 
Bengal. "Sarak"  is  derivated  form  "Shravak"  (fol¬ 
lower  of  Jainism)  according  to  scholars.  Formerly 
instead  of  Jainism,  words  like  "Arhatdharma", 
"Shravak-Dharma",  "Nirgranthdharma"  were  very 
common.  Hence,  It  is  quite  likely  that  the  present 
day  'Baraks'  were  Jains.  There  are  many  traits  of 
Jainism  found  in  the  life  of  the  'Arbhuks'  of  Greece. 
"Arbhu"  is  derivated  form  of  'Arhat'. 

The  Lingayats  of  south  India  were  formerly 
followers  of  Jainism.  Many  Hindus  in  Tamilnadu  be¬ 
lieve  that  their  ancestors  were  Jains.  A  former  chief 
Minister  of  Madras  State  stated  that  his  original  re¬ 
ligion  was  Jainism.  Apart  from  his  caste,  many  other 
castes  are  also  followers  of  Jainism.  The  'Comtees' 
of  Andhra  Pradesh  were  formerly  Jains.  They  were 
the  devotees  of  "Gomateshwar"  (Bahubali).  Hence, 
they  were  called'  Gomati'.  'Comtee'  is  a  derivated 
form  of  'Gomti',  The  Shrivastavas  of  Ayodhya  who 
abstained  from  honey  and  meat  were  formerly  Jains. 
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INFLUENCE 

There  is  rise  and  faii  for  aii  in  history.  From 
the  angle  of  numerical  strength  of  followers,  it  is  a 
declining  period  for  Jains.  Yet  their  past  was  glori¬ 
ous  in  respect  of  their  literature,  sculpture  and  civi¬ 
lization.  "Bhuvalaya",  a  magnificent  scripture  of  6 
lacs  stanzas  in  nine  volumes  considered  the  tenth 
wonder  of  the  world,  was  written  by  a  Jain  Acharaya 
named  kumudendu  in  680  A.D.  Most  probably  it 
includes  all  contemporary  literature,  arts,  science 
and  languages  of  that  time.  A  part  of  it  was  pub¬ 
lished  and  further  research  on  it  is  in  progress. 

According  to  scholars,  this  book  was  writ¬ 
ten  in  numerical  form,  with  numbers  1  through  64 
representing  alphabetically  sounds.  The  numbers 
were  arranged  in  squares  of  27  rows  and  by  reading 
the  numbers  in  different  sequences,  it  could  be  read 
in  718  languages  and  encompassed  knowledge  of 
363  religions  and  all  the  64  arts  and  sciences. 

All  the  Tamil  scholars  of  today  are  unani¬ 
mous  that  originators  and  enrichers  of  Tamil  Lan¬ 
guage  were  Jain  monks.  The  authors  of  the  epics 
like, "  Shilappa-  digaram"  and  "Thirukkural"  were 
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A  poem  giving  seven  defferent  meanings  to 
a  verse  known  as  "Saptasandhan"  is  composed  by 
jain  Acharya.  "Rajano  dadate  Soukhyam"  which  has 
given  some  8  lac  meanings,  was  composed  by  a 
Jain  monk.  Jain  monks,  though  immersed  in  deep 
detachment  and  renunciation,  have  composed  au¬ 
thentic  books  on  Sexology,  Music,  jewels.  Gems  and 
Astronomy. 

2.  Dr.  Hertal  says,"  Now  what  would  Sanskrit 
poetry  be  without  the  large  Sanskrit  literature  of  Jains  ?” 


A  sinner  May  be  forgiven 
but  his  sinful  act  must 
never  be  condoned. 
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Jain  monks.  The  first  grammar  of  Tamil  (nannual) 
was  composed  by  Jain  monk.  Janism  has  contrib¬ 
uted  a  lot  in  the  formation  of  the  Kannada  language. 
The  first  Kannada  poet  "Pampa"^  was  a  Jain.  All 
forms  of  the  Kannada  literature  are  replete  with 
touches  of  Jainism. 

Gujarati  language  would  have  been  poor  if 
Jain  literature  had  not  enriched  it.  Its  origin  begins 
with  the  grammer  written  by  Hemachandra.  The  vari¬ 
ous  Shashtras  (Sciences),  stories  and  philosophi¬ 
cal  thoughts  in  Gujarati  owe  a  great  deal  to  Jainism. 

A  great  deal  of  Jain  literature  is  found  in 
Hindi,  Rajasthani,  Urdu,  English,  Latin  and  German. 
Jain  sadhus  and  scholars  still  play  a  vital  role  in  the 
literary  fields  of  these  langauges. 

A  man  of  letters  know  how  wide  and  deep 
Jain  Literature  is  in  Ardhmagdhi,  Sanskrit,  Prakrut, 
Bhutpishachi  and  Apabhransha  langauges.^'  San¬ 
skrit'  literature  without  the  various  Jain  contributions 
to  it  will  be  really  poor. 

1.  "The  first  poet  of  the  Kannada  language  was  a  Jain.  The 
credit  for  writing  the  ancient  and  best  literary  works  goes  to 
the  Jains",  Says  Dr.  R.R.Narshimhacharya. 
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JAIN  ART  AND  AESTHETICS 

Jainism  has  contributed  not  only  to  litera¬ 
ture  but  also  to  art,  painting  and  sculpture.  Sculp¬ 
tural  edifices  are  found  in  all  the  four  corner  of  India 
as  if  to  prove  that  religion  is  the  supreme  patron  of 
all  arts.  There  are  old  stupas,  caves  carved  temples 
and  other  forms  of  sculpture.  It  can  be  mentioned 
here  that  the  Barabarani  caves  of  Bihar,  the  caves 
of  Bhuvaneshwar  in  Orissa,^  'Udaygiri',  Elephanta 
caves  of  'Khandgiri'  and  Sinvasal  caves  of  Padukodai 
are  famous.  The  recently  found  2400  years  old  caves 
in  Maharashtra  near  Nasik,  the  caves  of  Girnar  and 
Dhank,  the  stupas  of  'Mathura'  and  the  Ellora  cave 
temples  are  living  symbols  of  not  only  Jain  art  but  of 
Indian  Art. 

The  murals  of  the  Sitannavasal  caves  in  the 
south  and  the  Golden  pictures  of  the  kalpasutra  and 
the  Uttaradhyayan  texts  have  an  important  place 
among  the  ancient  paintings. 

Unique  in  Asia  and  probably  in  the  Whole 
world  is  Shatrunjaya,  a  single  hill  of  Palitana  in 

1 .  Jain  kantaprasad  religion  of  thirthankaras  R79 
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Gujarat.,  where  there  are  some  2500  to  3000  temples, 
a  magnificent  specimen  of  Jain  sculpture.  There  mu¬ 
sic  flows  from  the  white  marble  stones  verily  like  a 
stream  of  milk.  Delwada  (Mount  Abu)  Kumbharia 
and  Ranakpur  temples  are  treasure  houses  of  intri¬ 
cately  carved  Jain  sculptures.  There  are  also  mil¬ 
lions  of  Jain  idols  carved  from  precious  gems,  stone 
and  clay.  Even  today  Jain  temples  are  replete  with 
sculptures,  paintings  and  carvings  .  Jainism  has 
brought  vast  changes  in  the  life  and  thought  of  the 
world  by  its  doctrines  of  non-violence,  anekantvada 
and  non-  possessiveness.  The  religious  rites  of  ani¬ 
mal  sacrifice  at  sacrificial  fire  are  now  almost  non¬ 
existent,  thanks  to  Jainism.  Animal  sacrifices  are  no 
longer  a  part  of  any  religion. 

Truth  lies  in  the  synthesis  of  all.  This  divine 
approach  is  due  to  Jainism.  According  to  Jain 
philosphy,  truth  can  be  considered  in  not  only  one 
but  many  ways  not  only  in  many  ,  but  in  innumer¬ 
able  ways  and  not  only  in  innumerable,  but  in 
infinite  ways.  In  fact,  truth  is  relative.  This  unique 
approach  is  a  invaluable  gift  of  Jainism  to  mankind. 

- -  — 


OUR  ONLY  DUTY 

It  is  but  natural  that  the  religious  grandeur, 
glorious  history,  catholicity  and  magnificence  of 
Jainism  are  bound  to  keep  one's  head  high. 
Acharaya  shree  Hemachandra  Soorijee  says,  "O" 
God,  it  is  difficult  to  have  netural  attitude  towards 
you.  We  feel  Joyful  on  having  a  thought  or  glimpse 
of  you.  When  this  is  so,  how  it  is  possible  to  have 
hatred  for  your  scheme  of  commands?" 

When  this  titan  of  world  literature  himself 
was  dancing  before  God's  image  whole  heartedly,  it 
is  impossible  to  imagine  what  would  be  the  extent 
ecstasy  experienced  by  ordinary  persons.  Why  this 
ecstasy  ?  It  is  due  to  the  omniscience  of 
Teerthankaras  and  the  pure  devotion  of  great  de¬ 
tached  monks.  This  is  also  a  result  of  the  mental, 
physical  and  monetary  sacrifices  of  the  Jain  house 
holders  offered  for  the  upliftment  of  Jainism. 

Hence,  Jains  must  not  be  after  numbers. 
Let  us  give  up  the  idea  of  propagation  and  think  of 
the  influnce  Jainism  wields.  Jainism  requires  no  pro- 
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paganda.  It  requires  only  men  of  good  conduct  and 
character.  One's  good  conduct  is  bound  to  prove  to 
be  good  propaganda.  Hence,  it  is  necessary  to  be  a 
good  Jain  rather  than  convertothers  to  Jainism.  One 
must  become  a  "Jin",  "Jineshwara"  and  the  world 
will  kneel  before  him  and  follow  Jainism. 

We  have  gathered  opinions  of  some  well 
known  Non-Jain  scholars  on  Jainism.  Though  two 
of  these  scholars  were  Europeans  by  birth.  They 
had  been  attracted  towards  Jain  philosophy  and  had 
finally  embraced  Jainism.  The  rest  of  the  scholars, 
though  following  their  own  religion,  have  realised 
the  importance  of  Jainism.  This  attempt  is  to  show 
that  readers,  Jain  or  non-Jains  may  not  to  be  car¬ 
ried  away  by  their  own  opinions.  Rather  one  should 
go  through  different  opinions  and  skim  out  the 
cream. 

No  happiness  is  as  great  as 
happiness  that  comes  from 
suffering  your  sorrows. 


SUPERIORITY  OF  JAINISM 
EXPLAINED  BY  OTHERS 


1.  Dr.  Rajendra  Prasad: 

"Jainism  has  contributed  to  the  world  the  sublime 
doctrine  of  "Ahimsa",  No  other  religion  has 
emphasised  the  importance  of  Ahimsa  and  carried 
its  practice  to  the  extent  that  Jainism  has  done. 
Jainism  deserve  to  become  the  universal  religion 
because  of  its  "Ahimsa"  doctrine. 

2.  Dr.  Rabindranath  Tagore: 

"Lord  Mahiveer  proclaimed  in  India  that  religion  is  a 
reality  and  not  a  mere  social  convention.  It  is  really 
truth". 

3.  Rev.  A.  J.  Dubois: 

"Yes,  his  (the  Jaina's)  religion  is  only  true  one  upon 
earth,  the  primitive  faith  of  all  mankind." 
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4.  H.Warren,  London 

"In  Jainism  I  find  a  solution  to  the  hitherto 
unsolved  problems  of  existence,  I  find  plain  answers 
to  difficult  questions  which  cannot  be  truthfully  re¬ 
futed  and  which  sink  into  and  satisfy  every  corner  of 
the  brain,  which  if  attacked  by  a  searching  criticism 
show  up  only  still  more  brilliantly". 

5.  Dr.  Maurice  Bloomfield 

(John  Hopkins  University,  Baitimore  USA) 

" . the  Jains  are  a  versatile  oasis  in  the  desert  of 

human  strife  and  worldly  ambition.  It  were  a  better 
world  indeed  if  the  world  were  Jain." 

6.  Sri  R.K.  Shanmukham  Chetty 

(Minister  of  the  Centrai  Cabinet,  Govt.  Of  india) 

"I  personally  believe  that  if  only  Jainism  had  kept  its 
hold  firmly  in  India,  we  would  perhaps  have  had  more 
united  India  &  certainty  a  greater  India  than  today.” 

7.  George  Bernard  Shaw: 

Mr  George  Bernad  shaw,  in  the  course  of  his 
talks  with  Shri  Devdas  Gandhi,  Son  of  Mahatma 
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^0.  Dr.  E  Thomas: 

"In  all  upper  western  North  Central  Asia  then, 
say  1500  to  800  B.C.,  existed  throughout  India  an 
ancient  and  highly  organised  religion,  philosphical, 
ethical  and  severely  ascetical  viz..  Jainism,  out  of 
which  clearly  developed  the  early  ascetical  features 
of  Brahminism  and  Buddhism." 

1 1 .  Sri  Kumaraswamy  Sastri 

(Chief  Justice,  Madras  High  Court) 

"Jainism  is  completely  different  from  Hindu¬ 
ism  and  independent  of  it.  The  beginning  of  Jainism 
and  its  history  are  much  older  than  the  "Smruti 
Shastras"  and  their  commentaries".  (All  India  Re¬ 
porter  1 927,  Madras  228,229  (Gaheppa  V.  Erama) 

12.  Dr.  Harisatya  Bhattacharya: 

"It  has  accordingly  appeared  to  me  that  a  study  of 
Indian  philosophy  is  incomplete  without  a  study  of 
Jaina's  contributions  to  it". 

13.  Dr.  L.P.  Tessitori,  Italy: 

"The  more  the  scientific  knowedge  advances, 
the  more  the  Jain  teachings  will  be  proved.  Jainism 
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Gandhi,  expressed  the  view  that  Jain  teachings  were 
appealed  to  him  much  and  that  he  wished  to  be  re¬ 
born  in  a  Jaina  family.  Due  to  the  influnce  of  Jainism 
he  was  always  taking  pure  food  ,  free  from  meat  and 
liquor. 

8.  Justice  Rengnekar:  (Mumbai  High  Court) 

"From  modern  historical  researches,  we  come  to  know 
that  long  before  Brahminism  developed  into  Hindu 
Dharma,  Jainism  was  prevalent  in  this  country." 

9.  Major  JGR  Forlong: 

Shorter  studies  in  the  science  of  Contemporary  Re¬ 
ligion  P242.(Cj)  P.18 

"There  also  existed  throughout  upper  India  an 
ancient  and  highly  organized  religion,  philosophical, 
ethical  and  severely  ascetical  viz.  Jainism,  out  of 
which  clearly  developed  the  early  ascetical  features 
of  Brahiminism  and  Buddhism.  Long  before  the  Ary¬ 
ans  reached  the  Ganges  or  even  the  saraswati,  Jains 
had  been  taught  by  some  22  prominent  Bodhas,  saints 
or  Teerthankaras,  Prior  to  the  23rd  Teerthan-  karas 
parshwa  of  the  8  th  or  9th  Century  B.C." 


is  of  a  very  high  order,  its  important  teachings  are 
based  upon  science". 

14.  Mohd.  Abdul  Waheed  Khan:  (Director  of  a. p.) 

"The  Jain  philosopher  as  I  know  is  free  from 
dogmatism,  frank,  realistic  and  stands  in  close  rela¬ 
tion  to  other  realistic  schools  of  thought.  They  have 
left  for  the  posterity  a  full  fledged  philosphy  which  is 
indeed  an  invaluable  heirloom". 

15.  Mahatma  Gandhi: 

"I  may  say  with  Conviction  that  the  doctrine  for 
which  the  name  of  Lord  Mahaveer  is  glorified  now  a 
days  is  the  doctrine  of  "Ahimsa",  If  anyone  has  prac¬ 
tised  it  to  the  fullest  extent  and  propagated  most  of 
doctrine  of  Ahimsa,  It  was  Mahaveer " 

16.  Alexander  Gorden: 

"Such  is  the  foundation  of  Jain  religion,  that 
to  its  true  followers  no  morality,  no  religion,  is  higher 
than  precepts  of  Ahimsa.  Therefore  they  can  rightly 
take  pride  to  be  absolute  believers  in  Universal  Broth¬ 
erhood  of  all  living  beings". 
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17.  S.  Gopal  Krishna  Murthy: 

"It  is  not  correct  to  believe  that  Buddhism  left 
some  Hindu  caste  like  Brahmins,  Vyshyas,  etc.  veg 
etarian.  It  was  actually  Jainism  which  achieved  this 
in  Andhra  Pradesh.  “Buddhists  eat  even  toobiige 
a  devotee;  Jains  do  not” 

18.  Sardar  Vaiiabh  Bhai  Patei  : 

"It  is  the  duty  of  Jainas  to  propagate  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  "Ahimsa"  throughout  the  world". 

19.  E.W.Hopkins : 

"Jainism  is  entirely  independent  of  Bud¬ 
dhism.  The  difference  between  the  two  philosophies 
seems  so  great  that  it  includes  any  idea  of  common 
origin". 

20.  Prof.  T.  W.  Rhys  Davis  : 

(  Quoted  in  Encyclopaedia  Britanica  Vol.  XXIX  1 0  th  Ed.  P  661 ) 

"It  is  now  certain  that  the  Jain  Community  was 
really  even  older  than  the  time  of  Buddha,  and  was 
reorganised  by  his  contemporary  the  Mahaveera, 
named  Vardhamana. 
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21  .Noel  Belting  Jain: 

(Emerson  college, Boston  Jan  7,1967) 

"Many  people  might  be  led  to  Jainism  through 
Buddhism.lt  is  a  stage  before  Jainism.  The  matter  of 
knowledge  obscuring  karmas  is  important  in  this  con¬ 
text.  The  Buddhists  are  on  the  right  path.  If  they  re¬ 
move  the  knowedge  obscuring  karmas  by  holy  acts 
they  will  see  truth  of  Jainism  in  short  time. 

Jainism  was  first.  Buddhism  came  from  it.  If  we 
wish  to  have  right  understanding  of  Buddha  or  Ma¬ 
hatma  Jesus,  we  must  be  grounded  in  Jainism". 

22.  Dr.  Satischandra  Vidyabhushan  : 

"The  Jain  Sadhu  leads  a  life  which  is  praised 
by  all.  He  practises  the  Vrats  and  the  rites  strictly 
and  shows  to  the  world  the  way  one  has  to  go  in 
order  to  realise  the  soul  (the  Atma).  Even  the  life  of 
a  Jain  householder  is  so  faultless  that  India  should 
be  proud  of  him". 

23.  Dr.  Hermann  Jacobi 

(Quoted  In  his  book  SACRED  BQQKS  QF  THE  EAST  Ed.by  F 
Max  Mueller  Vol.XXII  1884) 
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"In  conclusion  let  me  assert  my  conviction 
that  Jainism  is  an  original  system  quite  distinct  and 
independent  from  all  others;  and  that  therefore  it  is 
of  great  importance  for  the  study  of  philosphical 
thought  and  religious  life  in  ancient  India." 

24.  Dr.  Hertai  : 

"The  Jainas  have  written  great  masterpieces  only 
for  the  benefit  of  the  world." 

25.  Dr.  S.Radhakrishnan  : 

"There  is  nothing  wonderful  in  my  saying  that 
'Jainism'  was  in  existence  long  before  Vedas  were 
composed," 

26.  Lokmanya  Balgangadhar  Tilak  : 

"We  learn  from  Shastras  and  commentaries 
that  Jainism  is  existing  from  beginningless  time.  This 
fact  is  indisputable  and  free  from  difference  of  opin¬ 
ion.  There  is  historical  evidence  on  this  point." 
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27.  Mrs.  Annie  Besant : 

(Quoted  In  Jain  Gazette  Vol.X  no.  1914  P.4) 

Speaking  in  the  9  th  Anniversary  celebra¬ 
tion  of  Syadvada  Mahavidyalaya  during  the  visit  of 
Dr.  Jacobi : 

"Lord  Mahaveer  was  the  last  &  not  the  first 
of  the  great  24  teachers  and  that  Europe  has  de¬ 
nied  the  historicity  of  the  other  23  Teerthankaras 
who  preceded  him,  because,  being  itself  young.  It 
could  not  travel  backward  far  enough,  and  liked  to 
make  Indian  thoughts,  less  ancient  than  it  is,  that 
both  Jainism  &  Hinduism  went  back  further  than 
either  histrory  or  legend  counted  them." 

These  quotations  are  given  for  the  general 
public,  the  persons  interested  in  this  study  may  go 
through  the  books  mentioned  below. 

G  urusareThey  who  can  give 
knowedge  along  with 
detachment  (Vairagya) 
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1  [CONTRIBUTION  OF  JAINISM  TO  INDIAN  CULTURE 

(34  Articles  of  different  authors  on  different  topics ) 

2.  JAIN  PHILOSPHY 

(Comparative  Study  of  Jainism  with  other  Religions" 

3.  THE  JAINA  PATH  OF  PURIFICATION 

4.  AHIMSA  -THE  SCEINCE  OF  PEACE 

5.  JAIN  ISM  IN  EARLY  MEDIEVAL  KARNATAKA 

6.  GLIMPSES  OF  JAINISM  ( 8  Articlesavritten  by 
different  authors  on  different  topics) 

7.  THE  RELIGION  OF  AHIMSA 

(The  essence  of  Jain  Philosophy  &  Ethics) 

8.  ESSENCE  OF  JAINISM  -VOL  Jl 
(Discussion  of:12  vows  of  House-Holder,  Purification 
of  Heart, Samayak,  Tap-Dharma,Samadhimaran) 

9.  ASCETICS  &  KINGS  IN  JAIN  RITUAL  CULTURE: 
Discussion  of:  1.  Religious  Tradition 

2.  Demonstration  of  Divine 
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10.  THE  JAINA  PHILOSOPHY  OF 
NON-ABSOLUTISM 
(A  Critical  Edition  of  Jaina  Doctrine) 

HARMLESS  SOULS 

by  W.J. Johnson,  Oxford  (Discussion  of  Karmic  Bond 
age  and  the  liberation  of  Embodied  souls) 

12.  GUIDELINES  OF  JAINISM : 

13.  A  HANDBOOK  OF  JAINOLOGY 
(Many  topics  are  discussed  in  an  Erudite  Manner) 

14.  JAINISM  THROUGH  SCIENCE 

15.  COMPENDIUM  OF  JAINISM 

16.  STUDY  OF  JAINISM 

17.  INDIAN  PHILOSOPHY 

18.  A  SOURCE  BOOK  IN  JAINA  PHILOSOPHY 

19.  JAINA  VIEW  OF  LIFE 

20.  OUTLINES  OF  JAINISM 
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